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Sir: 



AMENDMENT 



In response to the May 8, 2008 Office Action, Applicants submit the following 
amendments and remarks. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins 
on page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 13 of this paper. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 



the application. 





Listing of Claims 



'urrently Amended) A ^ melhod 



of conducting a 



live 



-combmatorial-^Ghange-GompHsingT 



v ( a ) «ett¥ m g -fioiu cad i of a plurality of bidderS/attea^eBe bid.comprised ' 



of at least one ito m a plurality of items, an initial quantity^ of each item, and a price for all of ^^1^ 
the iten^items and their quantities; 

<?(b) d etermining an allocation that is optimal for the type of exchange 
being conducted, wherein said allocation includes a plurality ojbids with each bid of said 
allocation including all of the items of the bid and 
item; 



at least pa^f^^Md quantity of each 



(c) ^mtsingrat least a portion of each bid of said allocation to be displayed 




not included /in 



to each bidder of a first subset of the bidders that has at least one bid that is 
said allocation; 

V ( d ) r eceiving fr o m each bidder of a subset of the first subset of bidders at 

least one o f the following: a new bid and^or_an amendment to an existing bid of the bidd 
and 



(e) ^peati nr fU " 1 rA '" ~ — — - - - J - ~" 




> -r -i&g steps (b)-(d) until a predetermined condition is satisfied. ^^e^Jvi 



^ttPtp<^^ ^^^^^^^^ - 



&&&JZli^^ ^^™^ W i tnarawn) The method of claim 1, wherein each item includes^^ 
l/ one of a tangible good, a service and money. 




Claim 3. (Withdrawn) The methodjrf^inrf^^ the predetermined 

ipse of a predetermined time interval from 

commencement of the 

of the allooatiofirreaching a predetermined value. 



condition includes at least one of 

ge, (ii) a manual abort, and (iii) a sum of the prices of the bids 



( Clam^f(Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein: 

each bid of a subset of the bids has associated therewith exchange description 
data (EDD) established by the bidder of said bid (bidder EDD); 
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bidder EDD comprises at least one rule (or constraint) for processing at least 
one of the following: (i) a bid, (ii) at least one item of a bid, aad-or_(iii) a subset of bids that 
includes all or less than all of the bids when determining the allocation; and 

step (b) further includes determining the allocation as a function of bidder 

EDD. 

, : y 3 

( Claim Jf(Withdrawn) The method of claim M wherein bidder EDD 
includes at least one rule related to: bid attribute(s), bid adjustments), item attribute(s), item 
adjustment(s), free disposal, action, cost constraint/requirement, unit constraint/requirement, 
counting constraint/requirement, homogeneity constraint, mixture constraint, cost/unit 
condition pricing, quote request and reserve price(s). 

„ 6 J 3 

Clainj^fXWithdrawn) The method of claim X wherein the portion of 
each bid in step (c) includes at least one of: (i) the at least one item of the bid, (ii) the quantity 
of the at least one item of the bid, (iii) the price for all of item(s) and their quantities, and (iv) 
at least a portion of the bidder EDD. 

(ciain^(Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, further including 
^splaying a portion of at least one bid that was determined to be part of the allocation to each 
bidderjof a second subset of bidders that has at least one bid that is part of the allocation. 

Ck^^(Withdrawn) The method of claim ^ wherein: 
each subset of bidders includes (i) all or (ii) less than all of the plurality of 

bidders; and 

eachsubset of bids includes (i) all or (ii) less than all of the bids. 

/ x 7 ft 

Claim^>. (Withdrawn) The method of claim'?, wherein the portion of the at 
least one bid in step (c) includes at least one of: (i) at least one item of the bid, (ii) the initial 
or allocated quantity of at least one item of the bid, (iii) the price for all of item(s) and their 
quantities, and (iv) at least a portion of the bidder EDD. 
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Ckum)A: (Withdrawn) The method of claim^Sf further including 
extending the predetermined ti me interval in response to receiving a bid that improves the 
allocation within a predetermme djdurationj tf the end of the predetermined time interval. 

ClaimJ^T (Withdrawn) The method of claim Jr^wherein: 
"Inan exchange that includes plural bidders and plural bid takers, the allocation 
improves when (i) the number of items exchanged increases or (ii) a difference between a 
sum of the prices of the buy bids and a sum of the prices of the sell bids of the allocation 
increases; 

in an exchange that includes a single buyer and plural sellers (reverse auction), 
the allocation improves if a sum of the prices of the bids of the allocation decreases; and 

in an exchange that includes a single seller and plural buyers (forward 
auction), the allocation improves if a sum of the prices of the bids of the allocation increases. 

(^k^mjb^f(Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 , further including: 
OR'ing all the received bids; and 

XOR'ing bids received from one bidder that include at least one item in 

common. 

'Claim>7^(Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein: 
step (b) further includes determining the allocation as a function of exchange 
description data (EDD) established by a bid taker (bid taker EDD), wherein bid taker EDD 
comprises at least one rule (or constraint) for processing at least one of (i) a bid, (ii) at least 
one item of a bid, and (iii) a subset of the plurality of the bids when deterniining the 
allocation; and 

step (d) further includes receiving from the bid taker at least one of new bid 
taker EDD and an amendment to an existing bid taker EDD of the bid taker, wherein the 
amendment to the existing bid taker EDD of the bid taker includes at least one of: 
adding at least one new rule to the existing bid taker EDD; 
deleting at least one rule from the existing bid taker EDD; and 
amending a value associated with at least one rule of the existing bid 

taker EDD. 
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I* 

(Withdrawn) The method of claim J^, further including 
imposing at least one supervisory constraint that limits at least one of (i) adding at least one 
rule to a bid taker EDD, (ii) deleting at least one rule from a bid taker EDD, (iii) relaxing at 
least one rule of a bid taker EDD and (iv) tightening of at least one said rale of a bid taker 
EDD. 

{tM&pr. (Withdrawn) The method of claim wherein bid taker EDD 
includes at least one rule related to: objective(s), constraint relaxer(s), feasibility obtainer(s), 
bid adjustment(s), item attribute(s), item adjustments), free disposal, action, cost 
constraint/requirement, unit constraint/requirement, counting constraint/requirement, 
homogeneity constraint, mixture constraint, cost/unit condition pricing, quote request and 
reserve price(s). 

/ Claim^<Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein step (c) further 
includes causing an identification of the bidder of the bid to be displayed. 

(ClaimJj>(Withdrawn) The method of claim 20, wherein the display of 
the bidder identification is obscured. 

3 

(Withdrawn) The method of claim^ wherein at least one rule 
is introduced into at least one bidder EDD in response to a bidder specifying (i) a 
precondition of said rule and (ii) an effect to apply if said precondition is satisfied. 





^Claim^o. (Withdrawn) The method of claim J^fwherein at least one rule 
is introduced into at least one bid taker EDD in response to a bid taker specifying (i) a 
precondition of said ru> and (ii) an effect to apply if said precondition is satisfied. 

(Claim^. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium having 
stored thereon instructions which, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to 
perform the steps of: 
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(a) feeeirc from each of a plurality of bidders -atte^bid^comprised 
ffjMk of^B^^^^^^ m ^ quantity of ^^^ a pric ^ or Qf 
a ^ the iteffi(s)item§ and their quantities; 

^ ^ deteimi * e ^ allocation that io optimal f orge type of exchange being 
]J inducted, wherein said allocation includes a phw^^^KSbid of said allocation 
mcludin g all of the items _ofJheJaidand^^ 

(c) .display at least a portion of each bid of said allocationJtoe^fdS of 
a fr^bsetof the bidders that has at least one bid that is not included in said allocation- 

(d) receiv e feem each bidder of a subset of the first subset of bidders at 
least one of MMmm^ new bid and-pran amendment to an existing bid of the bidder; 
and 





urn of claim 24, 



Claim 26. (Withdrawn) The computer re 
wherein the predetermined oo^mj^sr^^7f (i) a lapse of a predetermined 
time interval firaacopnocfiS^ the exchange, (ii) a manual abort, and (iii) a sum of the 
ids of the allocation reaching a predetermined value. 



-24, wherein: 



^laim2 7/(Currentl y Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 



each bid of a subset of the bids has associated therewith an exchange 
description data (EDD) established by the bidder of said bid (bidder EDD); 

bidder EDD comprises at least one rule (or constraint) for processing at least 
one of the following: ( i) a bid, (ii) at least one item of a bid, and^r_(iii) a subset of bids that 
includes all or less than all of the bids when determining the allocation; and 

step (b) further includes determining the allocation as a function of bidder 

EDD. 
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3625 



. ii * . ~ Tbe u MAI t NC i™ TE ofthts commun 'cation appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED In this application. If not included 

herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course THIS 

N ^ T,C o E «P F ALL0WABIL,TY IS A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to SJrawK tsu^aS SSL 

of the Office or upon petition by the applicant See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . IS This communication is responsive to Amendment filed 8/8/08 & Telephone Interview on 11/5/08 



2. Eg] The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-2, 4-25. 27-50 ~ 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 



stage application from the 



Apphcan has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application requirements 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). ' 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachments) 

1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper NoVMail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of informal Patent Application 
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Paper No./Mail Date 11/5/08 . 
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Art Unit: 3625 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed 8/8/2008 is entered. Claims 1 , 4,1 1 , 12, 24, 27, 34, 
35, have been amended. Claims 2, 3, 5-10, 13-23, 25, 26, 28-33 and 36-50 dependent 
on independent claims 1 and 24 were previously withdrawn. 



Drawings 

2. Drawings filed 8/5/2004 are accepted. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with applicant's attorney Mr. Randy Notzen on 11/5/2008 (Note: The amendments to 
claims 14 and 37 were not discussed but they have to be amended as they were 
dependent claims from currently cancelled claims 3 and 26 respectively. 

The application has been amended as follows: Claims 1 and 24 have been 
amended and claims 3 and 26 have been cancelled. 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of 
conducting a live combinatorial exchange comprising: 
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(a) directing a processor to store in a memory of a computer at * J 
least one bid received from each bidder p f a plurality of bidders , wherein pach bid js 
comprised of a plurality of items, an initial quantity of each item, and a price for ail of the 
items and their quantities; 

( b ) - directing the processor of the computer tajfetermine an 
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- { Deleted: determining 



allocation for the type of exchange being conducted, wherein said allocation includes a 
plurality of thebids with each bid of said allocation including all of the items of the bid 
and at least part of the initial quantity of each item; 

(°) directing the processor of the computer tojsause, at least a 
portion of each bid of said allocation to be displayed to each bidder of a first subset of 
the bidders that has at least one bid that is not included in said allocation; 

( d ) directing the processor of the computer to store in the 
memory of the computer for^ ach bidder of a subset of the first subset of bidders at 
least one of the following: a new bid or an amendment to an existing bid of the bidder; 
and 

to repeat j si 



(e) ; directing the processor of the computer. 



^te_PA(b)-„ 



(d) until a predetermined condition is satisfied , wherein the predetermined condition 
includes at least one of the following: (\) a lapse of a predetermined time interval from 
commencement of the exchange, fin a manual abort,, or flip a sum of the prices of the 
bids of the allocation reaching a predetermined value . 
Claim 3. (Cancelled) 
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Claim l4.(Currently Amended) The method of claim [[3]] 1 further including 
extending the predetermined time interval in response to receiving a bid that improves 
the allocation within a predetermined duration of the end of the predetermined time 
interval. 



Formatted: Indent: First line: 36 pt, 
Une spacing: Double 
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Claim 24. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium having stored * 
thereon instructions which, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to 
perform the steps of: 

< a ) £tore i n a memory of a computer at least one bid received * 
from each bidder pi a plurality of bidders , wherein .each bid iscqmpnsed of a_pjurajity of 
items, an initial quantity of each item, and a price for all of the items and their quantities; 

(b) determine an allocation for the type of exchagge being 
conducted, wherein said allocation includes a plurality 
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of the bids 



with eacfrbid of said 



allocation including all of the items of the bid and at least part of the initial quantity of 
each item; 

(c) £§use.atjeast a portion of each bi_d_qf said allocation jto be 
displayed to each bidder of a first subset of the bidders that has at least one bid that is 
not included in said allocation; 

( d ) store in the memory of the cogiButei^e ach bjdderjpfa 
subset of the first subset of bidders at least one of the following: a new bid or an 
amendment to an existing bid of the bidder; and 
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^ repeat steps (b)-(d) until a predetermined condition is 

satisfied,, wherein the pred eterm i ned c ondition include at least ons gfjhg fmm W in T { n ... l Fo ™ a ^ !F °" t:12 PL 
a lapse of a predetermined time interval fr o m commencament of the exchange, a 
manual abort, or (iii) a sum of the prices of th e bids of the allocation reaching a 
predetermined value . 



Claim 26. (CanceJIed) . I Formatted: Font: 

Claim 37. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim [[26]] 

24, wherein the instructions further cause the processor to extend the predetermined 

time interval in response to receiving a bid that improves the allocation within a 

predetermined duration of the end of the predetermined time interval. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-2, 4-25, 27-50 are allowed wherein claims 1 and 24 are independent 
claims and claims 2, 4-23, 47-50 are dependent of claim 1 and claims 25, 27-46 are 
dependent of claim 24. Earlier withdrawn claims 2, 5-10, 13-23, 25, 28-33 and 36-50 ; 
allowed because they depend from allowable independent claims 1 and 24. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art , 
alone or combined, does neither anticipate nor render obvious, as a whole, a computer- 
implemented method of conducting a live combinatorial exchange comprising (a) 



